
Guard – Protective equipment that in a fixed 
position, bolted on, that protects operator from 
accessing moving parts.
tried.
• OSHA 29 CFR 

1910.217 defines a 
guard as an enclosure 
that prevents anyone 
from reaching over, 
under, around, or 
through the guard 
even if they really 
tried.



Shield – Protective equipment that is 
movable/flexible that is designed to knock down 
debris, prevent inadvertent contact with rotating 
parts. I.E. PTO shields, chains, etc.



Reference

• https://rockfordsystems.com/whats-the-difference-between-a-
guard-and-a-shield/ 

https://rockfordsystems.com/whats-the-difference-between-a-guard-and-a-shield/
https://rockfordsystems.com/whats-the-difference-between-a-guard-and-a-shield/

